
TO:
ALL REGISTERED VOTERS

NOTICE OF ELECTION TO INCREASE TAXES ON A REFERRED MEASURE

Election Date:  November 5, 2019


Election Hours:  7:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M.

Local Election Office Address and Telephone Number: 
Designated Election Official: 390 Union Boulevard, Suite 400, Denver, Colorado 80228; 303-986-1551
Pueblo County Clerk and Recorder: 215 West 10th Street, Pueblo, Colorado 81003; 719-583-6515
Pueblo City-County Library District: 100 East Abriendo Avenue, Pueblo, Colorado 81004; 719-562-5652

Ballot Title and Text:

PUEBLO CITY-COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT BALLOT ISSUE 6B:

SHALL PUEBLO CITY-COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT TAXES BE INCREASED $1,143,328 IN 2020 (RESULTING IN AN ANNUAL TAX INCREASE NOT TO EXCEED $4.29 IN 2020 ($0.36 CENTS PER MONTH) FOR EACH $100,000 OF ACTUAL RESIDENTIAL VALUATION) AND BY SUCH AMOUNT AS MAY BE COLLECTED ANNUALLY THEREAFTER BY INCREASING THE DISTRICT’S MILL LEVY RATE 0.6 MILLS, WHICH RATE OFFSETS A DECREASE IN TAXES EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2020, WHEN PUEBLO COUNTY RETIRES A 1999 LIBRARY BOND MEASURE, FOR PURPOSES OF MAINTAINING LIBRARY SERVICES, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO:

· DEVELOPING SPECIAL PROGRAMS FOR KIDS THAT HELP THEM READ, LEARN TO THINK AND BE ENTERTAINED IN A POSITIVE, PRODUCTIVE WAY;

· ENSURING OUR LIBRARIES CONTINUE TO BE A COMMUNITY GATHERING SPACE, OPEN TO EVERYONE AT NO CHARGE, PROVIDING A PLACE TO GO AND READ OR USE FREE INTERNET SERVICE;

· ADDING EVEN MORE OF THE NEWEST BEST-SELLING AND CLASSIC BOOKS AND MOVIES AVAILABLE FOR FREE TO THE PUBLIC;

· PROVIDING INCREASED SERVICES TO THE AGING POPULATION;

· EVOLVING WITH NEW TECHNOLOGY SUCH AS OFFERING E-BOOKS, MOVIES, AND AUDIO BOOKS THAT CAN BE DOWNLOADED FOR FREE ON A SMART PHONE OR ELECTRONIC READING DEVICE;

· REFRESHING AND RENOVATING OUR LIBRARIES TO MAINTAIN THEM AS COMFORTABLE SPACES FOR READING, STUDYING, AND LEARNING;

WITH THE DISTRICT’S ENTIRE MILL LEVY RATE SUBJECT TO ADJUSTMENT TO OFFSET REFUNDS, ABATEMENTS AND CHANGES TO THE PERCENTAGE OF ACTUAL VALUATION USED TO DETERMINE ASSESSED VALUATION; AND SHALL ALL DISTRICT REVENUES BE COLLECTED, RETAINED AND SPENT NOTWITHSTANDING ANY LIMITS PROVIDED BY LAW?

Total District Fiscal Year Spending:
2019 (estimated)

$10,436,664
2018 (actual)


$10,529,434
2017 (actual)


$10,358,073
2016 (actual)


$  9,995,496
2015 (actual)


$10,051,314
Overall percentage change from 2015 to 2019:
3.84%
Overall dollar change from 2015 to 2019:
$385,350
Proposed District Tax Increase:
Estimated first full fiscal year maximum dollar amount of increase:
$1,143,328
Estimated first full fiscal year spending without the increase:

$10,662,717
Summary of Written Comments For the Proposal:

Vote Pueblo LIBRARY Proud – YES 6B

A lot of organizations and teams claim to be #1 or to be The Best.  But in Pueblo we really have the BEST.  We have an award-winning Library System and we need to Vote YES to keep it strong and serving ALL Pueblo County residents.  Pueblo is #1. Pueblo has been named the: 

--Best Library in America


--Colorado Library of the Year

--National Medal (Library Service)

--Four Star Library

The Issue:  The 0.6 mill levy the voters passed 20 years ago for library building and capital needs is set to expire at the end of 2019.  

The Answer: YES on 6B.  6B will simply re-authorize the 0.6 mills we’re currently paying for the library.  By law the ballot measure must say it’s a tax increase.  But 6B is just a continuation of the existing 0.6 mills tax we’re already paying.  

That means YES on 6B = NO NEW TAXES

What YES on 6B for our Libraries mean to Pueblo residents:

· Special programs to help kids read, learn to think and be entertained in a positive, productive way.

· A free and open gathering place to read, use the internet and interact with friends.

· Continually adding best-sellers, classics, and movies all for free.
· New technology offering e-books, audio books and free downloads.

· Providing increased services to the aging population.
· Refreshing and renovating our libraries to maintain them as comfortable spaces for reading, studying, and learning.
Cost:  That’s the best part.  Without raising taxes, 6B would continue to cost 36 cents/month or $4.30/year for each $100,000 of actual home value.  So for a $300,000 home you’d continue paying the same $1/month for libraries you pay today. 
Library Fast Facts

Our neighborhood library is a community gathering place

8,000
Books and materials checked out daily

4,600
Visitors walk through our library doors every day

3,500
Times a day library computers and digital services are used by residents

   900
People attend library sponsored cultural and educational programs a day

By voting YES on 6B we get the SAME GREAT LIBRARY…NO NEW TAXES.

Please Vote YES 6B

Summary of Written Comments Against the Proposal:
No comments were filed by the constitutional deadline.

	
	


	
	
	



